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Film: ‘Rising" 

Target’ 


By RICHARD EDER 

documentary, such as 
Barbara Frank’s film about 
the killing of Robert F. Ken- 
■ iHl nedy. has a peculiar power to 
reverse the order of time. It should 
be used with delicacy or the emotional 
effects it produces will be fraudulent. 

“Rising Target/’ which is being 
shown at the International Women’s 
Film Festival at the Cinema Studio 
Theater, a decent film, quite straight- 
forward and often affecting, but it 
does brush occasionally upon such 
fraudulence. 

• 

Making a virtue out of necessity, it 
is an outsider’s view of the few days 
beforci during and after the assassina- 
tion. The camera shows the campaign 
train in California, Senator Kennedy’s 
flight 'to Los Angeles, the partylike 
atmosphere at the hotel as news of his 
primary victory came in, the confu- 
sion when the shots were fired out of 
everyone’s sight, the vigil at the hospi- 
tal, and finally the airplane flying out 
of Los Angeles with the body and the 
mourners. 

American political campaigning has 
a full share of l\oopla and nonsense. 
The camera shows it all: some silly 
jokes and sillier dance routines by 
Jerry Lewis and Gene Kelly, respective- 
ly, at a rally just before the balloting; 
Senator Kennedy’s own brief and rath- 
er lame speech. 

But of course we know he is going to 
be killed and so the more or less harm- 
less silliness becomes sinister and 
shocking. Tying the two together is not 
reaJly a legitimate way to comment 
either upon the silliness or upon wl\at- 
ever may be more deply wrong witli 
American politics. 

• 

Otherwise, Miss Frank malces good 
use of her outsider's camera. If her ma- 
chine is often blocked by the bigger 
machines of the television crews, if she 
has to crane and squint and stand on 
itptoe, this only makes it a more ac- 
curate representation of what most 
participants actually see. 

There is the cheering after Senator 
Kennedy makes his victory speech, 
thanks his supporters and leaves. The 
white doors of the pantry close benind 
him. There are a few .seconxis when the 
crowd in the ballroom remaans fixed in 
its celebration, then a few squeaking 
screams, one voice distinctly shouting 
“God, God!” and then a turmmi of 
shoulder, heads, stimned faces and 
blocked camera views. 


.\ scene from Barbara Frank’s 
film “Rising Target’* 

R Look BackwGz*d 


RISING TARGET, a Cy.ummtarv fiim about 
rh* assassination of Robert F. Kennwiv dl- 
riKted and produced by Barbara Frank; cam- 
era. James Joanloes, Robert Fberiein, EU 
Hollander, Joan Churchill and Eric Saarinen; 
erillor. Jean-CJaude Lubtehanskv; pioduction 
Company, Joshua Films. At the Second In- 
farnational Festival of Women's Films, Cinema 
Studio Theater. Will be shown today at 7 
P.M. and tomorrow at 9 P.M. Ronnlii 9 time: 
80 minutes. This film has not been rated. 


There is the heaviness witli which 
everyone moves aiter the tragedy nas 
sunk in. Frank Mankiewicz, the press 
secretary, talks about the details of 
bullet fragments and bone splinters, 
Pierre Salinger gives the order of de- 
parture of the coffin and mourners. 
We take in the paradox; public life 
compels these two intimates of the dead 
man to speak in public, not about grief, 
but about timetables. 

Miss Frank’s film works as a record 
of a tragedy, even if it misses in its 
ironic overtones. But it does have an 
insight of another kind: Not into the 
tragedy, but into the helplessness that 
follows. 


Around 
the 

Nation,,/ 


House Inquiry Into Killing 
Of Kennedys and King Due 

WASHINGTON. .Sept. 14 (AP)— Speaker 
Carl Albert said today that he expected 
the House to investigate the assassina- 
uons of President John F. Kennedy the 
Rev, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. * and 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. 

! Mr. Albert told reporters that he had 
discussed with Representative Ray Mad- 
den, Democrat of Indiana, chairman of 
the House Rules Committee, the estab- ; 
hshment of a special study committee. ’ 
The Rules Coramittee is expected to act 
tomorrow. 

Interest in a long dormant pending 
resolution for a House investigation at 
least Into President. Kennedy’s death was 
revived by members of die Congressional 
Black Caucus. They persuaded the lead- 
ership, it was understood, to back tihe 
proposal for an investigating committee 
and to broaden its mandate to include 
the King case. 

Mrs. Coretta King, widow of the oivil 
rights leader, was reported to be press- 
ing for a further inquiry on tiie basis of 
alleged new information. 

. “It i.s reaching the point where there 
IS so much interest that Congre.ss will 
probably have to do someiMng about it” ' 
Mr. Albert said. 

Sources said that there would prob- ' 
ably be a 12-member committee. It would 
report before the pre.sent Congress ex- 
pires in January and would not be ex- 
pected to conduct a full inquiry by then. 
But if its report indicated enough justi- 
fication, the committee would be re- 
created for the two-year life of the new 
[ Congress. 


Robert Malieu, the former $520,000- 
a-year chief executive officer for the - 
late Howard Hughes, has signed a con- 
tract with the Viking Press to tell his 
life story. His collaborator will be 
Gerold Frank, author of a number of' 
Nq autobiographies and books on crime. 
I international events. 

In Memphis. James Earl Ray’s S3 
million libel suit against .Mr. Frank and 
I two other writers. George McMillan 
and William Bradford Huie, was dis- 
\^mis.sed yesterday in Federal District 
MV Court. Mr. Ray, in prison as the con- 
fessed killer of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., charged that the writers had mis-. 
qu oted him in “Hollywoodish” articles/ 





